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CFA 


No mail delivered, no tras 


Unions across the state 
will strike in solidarity 
with the CSU faculty. 


By ARIANA SAWYER 
News Editor 


The California Faculty Association 
announced Tuesday that it is still pre- 
pared to strike if California State Uni- 
versity Trustees refuse to raise wages 
once fact-finding reports are released. 

And the CFA will not be alone. 

The Los Angeles County Federa- 
tion of Labor will strike in solidarity 
with the CFA, according to Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer Rusty Hicks. The 
AFL-CIO is made up of over 300 local 
unions and over 800,000 workers in vir- 
tually every key industry. 

“That means the mail doesn't get de- 
livered, the trash doesn’t get picked up 
and the construction on any of these 
campuses will cease; Hicks said. “Our 
workers will not cross the picket lines.” 

In addition to the AFL-CIO, the CFA 
has requested, and often received, strike 
sanctions in all counties with a CSU 
campus. 

“Tt seems that everyone understands 
where we are coming from except the 
CSU management: Chancellor [Timo- 
thy] White and the Board of Trustees? 
CEA President Jennifer Eagan said. 

According to CSU Director of Public 
Affairs Toni Molle, a strike would not in 
the best interest of students. 

“The CSU remains committed to the 
collective bargaining process,’ Molle 
said in an email. “The university has 
a responsibility to address all mis- 
sion-central priorities that support stu- 
dent success.” 

White held a forum at Cal State Los 
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California Faculty Association members march at California State University, Los Angeles on Tuesday. CSU Chancellor 
to host an open panel discussion with students and faculty. White will visit Cal State Long Beach on Thursday. 


Angeles to talk with students about 
innovative teaching methods Tuesday 
afternoon where the CFA showed up 
to protest after the strike sanction an- 
nouncement. 


White is on a system-wide tour. 

The chancellor’s forum at Cal State 
Long Beach will be Thursday at 1:40 
p.m. 

“This is about much more than sal- 


‘Uptown’ residents transform 
neighborhood on MLK Day 


Gundry Avenue and 
65th Street become 
a much-needed 
central point for the 
community 


By TARYN SAUER 
Staff Writer 


A diverse north Long Beach commu- 
nity reclaimed old Fire Station No. 12 
as District 9’s new Ocean Friendly Rain 
Garden and Community Farm Plot on 
Jan. 18, harvesting seeds of service in 
honor of Martin Luther King Jr. 

The transformation included a com- 
munity garden maintained with soil 
that filters rainwater, a small park ser- 
vicing the 1,300 homes in the district 
and a neighborhood farm plot located 
behind the center. Grant Elementary 


see MLK, page | 
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MLK Day volunteers cultivate the soil.for new community garden at old 
Firefighter Station no. 12. Long Beach residents reclaimed the grounds for a 


new neighborhood farm plot. 


ary — it’s about values,’ Eagan said. 
“There is a storm coming.” 

This weekend, CFA leaders will meet 
to plan and discuss what an effective 
strike would look like. 


collected 
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Timothy White was at the campus 


According to Eagan, the fact-finding 
report should be released within the 
next six weeks, the result of which will 
determine whether or not there will be 
a faculty strike sometime this semester. 


The spectre of terror 


The belief in an 
omnipotent terrorism 
paints victims as the 
enemy. 


By BRANDON CHARLES 
Staff Writer 


The candidates of the Repub- 
lican debate of Jan. 14 reiterated, 
with increased fervor, the delusion 
that ISIS’s omnipotent reach makes 
every Syrian refugee a potential na- 
tional threat. 

Apart from being ethically irre- 
sponsible, this assumed threat and 
subsequent denial of aid is exactly 
what ISIS wants, giving Syrian ref- 
ugees a legitimate reason to believe 
ISIS’s anti-western narrative. 

In the wake of the Paris and San 
Bernardino attacks, the American 
public is afraid, and not without 
reason. As potential leaders of the 
entire United States, it is important 
that the candidates have a calming 
response for this fear. 


With the San Bernardino attack 
resulting from the radicalization 
of non-refugee citizens, there's no 
certainty that refugees are even 
the group most at risk of radical- 
ization. 

A response should attempt to 
dispel this fear and thereby see the 
other elements of the situation in 
the Middle East, particularly the 
over 4 million refugees. 

This is no easy task. 

The spectre of terrorism is an 
appealing nightmare that requires 
a reasonable course of action to 
wake up from, but overcoming this 
difficulty is what makes a leader a 
leader. 

“They're [ISIS] recruiting people 
that enter this country as doctors 
and engineers and even fiancées” 
said Sen. Marco Rubio about the 
Syrian refugees. He demonstrated 
the determination of the GOP to 
eschew clarity in favor of fantasiz- 
ing about an omnipotent ISIS ca- 
pable of turning even the refugees 
least likely to have any reason to 
radicalize. 


see GOP, page 6 
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LBPD to wear body cams 


Long Beach City 
Council voted to 
launch pilot program 
that will equip west 
division with body 
cameras. 


By MatTT SIMON 
Staff Writer 


In an attempt to ensure more police 
accountability and enhance community 
trust, the Long Beach City Council vot- 
ed to start a year-long pilot program that 
will require Long Beach police officers to 
wear body cameras. 

All eight council members present at 
the City Council meeting Jan. 5 unani- 
mously passed the program, which will 
start in March. : 

“Our objective[s] for employing the 
cameras are [to promote] officer and 
citizen accountability, reduce injuries to 
our officers, reduce citizen complaints, 
reduce use of force and enhance inves- 
tigations,’ Police Chief Robert Luna said 
at the meeting. 

The LBPD organized an internal 
committee to research other depart- 
ments that have implemented body 
cameras and find out more information 


to make sure the cameras helped officers 
and communities. 

The cameras will be used as an addi- 
tional safety precaution for police offi- 
cers and community members. 

“When officers go out there and do 
stuff and they know they have cameras 
on, obviously the officers are going to 
behave accordingly, and we expect them 
to follow the rules whether they have 
cameras on or not; Commander Paul 
LeBaron said. “On the other side one of 
the things we've seen is that when offi- 
cers are wearing cameras, the citizens 
that they may come in contact with tend 
to be held more accountable; they don't 
get so aggressive, and they are more co- 
operative to listen to the officer’s’ direc- 
tions” 

The pilot program will provide 48 of- 
ficers in the West Division with cameras 
at first. 

“Tf things go the way we expect them 
to and if funding is available” LeBaron 
said. “The plan would be to provide all 
officers with cameras in the patrol bu- 
reau.” 

The University Police Department 
has been looking to implement body- 
worn cameras for its officers for about 
a year. 

“We, the University Police, weren't 
just expressing interest in this because 
the Long Beach Police just got autho- 
rization to do it? CSULB Police Lieu- 
tenant Richard Goodwin said. “We had 


started the implementation of testing of 
body cameras well before this was an- 
nounced.” 

Goodwin said he sees the initiative as 
being a benefit for the Long Beach com- 
munity and its residents, which includes 
thousands of students. 

“This is beneficial for everyone con- 
cerned? Goodwin said. “The purpose of 
having a body camera worn by a police 
officer on duty is quite simply to record 
the actions that are being taken by that 
officer. If such action become[s] some- 
thing of interest ‘due to possibly use of 
force or lesser perhaps the actions of 
the officer or members of the public in 
encountering that officer become ques- 
tionable, then having this recording not 
only of audio but visual are beneficial 
because it relays the story of what's go- 
ing on” 

The University Police has recording 
devices that are used when the officers 
are out on campus. 

“Currently our officers deployed in 
the field carry audio recorders,” Good- 
win said. “They can record audio of their 
encounters with the public, but having a 
visual picture is obviously better; as the 
saying goes, ‘a picture is worth a thou- 
sand words.” 

Long Beach resident Ryan Shima- 
moto believes that while it is great that 
the police decided to do that, it will be 
awhile before the public’s memory of ex- 


cessive police violence fades. 


MLK 


continued from page | 


will collect the farm's produce in a one- 
day-a-month sale in order to cycle pro- 
duction. 

In association with the Surfrider 
Foundation, council districts 8 and 9 and 
nonprofit organization Leadership Long 
Beach, locals from the neighborhood and 
across the city united to transform the va- 
cant facility into part of what Long Beach 
natives are calling “The Uptown Renais- 
sance.” 

“Its an opportunity to get involved, re- 
claim the community, empower Uptown, 
and ‘be the change that you want to see,” 
District 9 Councilman Rex Richardson 
said. 

Richardson and his crew will use the 
facility as their central headquarters, open- 
ing their doors as a neighborhood com- 
munity center with the intention of being a 
“hub for civic engagement,’ he said. 

And North Long Beach is no strang- 
er to addressing the cry for public needs, 
Richardson said. 

“In the past five to six years, the activ- 
ism in this neighborhood has exploded. It 
went from four organizations to 11” 

The success doesn't just come from the 
numbers, as evidenced by such a varied 
turnout of volunteers: from young chil- 
dren using toy rakes to help pull old grass- 
foots, high school students turning out soil 
for the farm plot, and adults of all back- 
grounds shoveling mulch for the donated 
plants and trees. 

“Working with the earth is the perfect 
embodiment of sustainability; Darrell Pat- 
terson, District 9 communications deputy, 
said. “It teaches compassion and service” 

Patterson is a Cal State Long Beach 
graduate alumnus. 

“While MLK Day is primarily an Afri- 
can-American holiday, to see all the differ- 
ent people combined speaks to the greater 
idea of service, and I feel like that’s part of 


At Sere | Los ANGELES Times | MCT 
LAPD officer Jim Stover with the information technology bureau demon- 
strates the body camera at Mission Division as officers get a briefing on 

use of the camera which they will wear today, Monday, Aug. 31, 2015 in 

Los Angeles. This is the first roll out of more than 7,000 devices LAPD will 
purchase and deploy in the coming months. 


what his dream was,’ Patterson said. “He 


~--had.a-dream that:people of different-eth- 


nicities and colors, regardless of what they 
believe, can be out here working together 


in service of making this world better. And _ 


that is what is happening right now.’ 

He believes Long Beach can be a model 
city, showing the world what we as a peo- 
ple can do. 

“Tt changes the dialogue in the commu- 
nity; Richardson said. “Service transcends 
state lines, transcends generations, so to- 
day, with MLK Day of Service, it’s an op- 
portunity to take those values, take those 
stories that people have to say and use this 
as the common denominator: an opportu- 
nity to service the community.” 

The Office of Sustainability in Long 
Beach, the Grant Neighborhood Associ- 
ation and the Hamilton Neighborhood 
Association echoed his sentiment. 

Kadeja Dennie, 17, came with a pack of 
Cabrillo Academy of Business members, a 
club at Cabrillo High School. 

“Tt means a lot to me because I am 
African-American, and Im _represent- 
ing [Martin Luther King, Jr.] through the 
community work he was involved in and 
making everybody a better person,’ Kade- 
ja said. “And I just feel like I am welcome 


-here? 


“Dr. King’s mission was to help every- 
day people - Americans - understand that 
we all have a role to play in making this 
country great, and that we all have pur- 
pose; author Sharon Diggs Jackson said 
in a morning address at the event. “That's 
what he fought for” 

Jackson is a Long Beach native and the 
author of “Images of America: Selma” 

“Real change comes from the people, 
like our neighborhoods. The real change, 
the sustainable change, will come through 
us as individuals” 

The day commenced with the ceremo- 
nious raising of the American flag, signify- 
ing Jackson's closing words: 

“Service is not an option; it is an essen- 
tial element of a true democracy,” 
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CSULB sandbags Mother Nature 


The administration 
and facilities ready for 
storms ahead. 


By KATHERINE LEMUS 
Staff Writer 


In the past few months, Cal State 
Long Beach has been working to ensure 
the safety of students and faculty during 
El Nifio. 

December 2015 saw one of the worst 
El Niiios in history. 

CSULB has implemented a number 
of upgrades around 
campus to prepare GG 
for more El Niifio 
weather, according 
to Mary Stephens, 
Vice President of 
Administration history. 
and Finance, in an 
email. 

El Nifio is the re- 
sult of warm ocean 
currents near the equator that result in 
altering weather patterns every two to 
seven years. 

Among other steps, Stephen said 
CSULB has purchased 1,400 sandbags 
and are pre-deploying several in known 
flood zones, testing all water pumps and 
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December 2015 saw one 
of the worst El Nifos in 


hoses on campus and ordering backup 
radios for emergency communications. 

Stephens also suggested that students 
create an emergency kit and keep it in 
places they visit often and keep their 
phones close in order to receive any 
BeachAlert notifications. 

Stephens explained that these steps 
were planned months in advance and 
had the safety of the students in mind. 

In addition to these measures, facil- 
ities manager Phil Dostalek said that 
“K-rails have been set up in front of 
Brotman Hall and a list of faculty phone 
numbers will also be available soon. In 
the event of a flooding at night someone 
will answer.’ 

CSULB last ex- 
perienced _ heavy 
flooding in 1997 
when storms flood- 
ed areas in front of 
Brotman Hall and 
several other plac- 
es around campus. 
99 The flooding was a 

result of a full water 

basin that had been 
plugged by debris at the veterans hospi- 
tal and flooded the areas below accord- 
ing to Dostalek. 

Dostalek said that this time, “[he] 
and a special task force that includes 
Parking, Administration and Finance, 
Environmental Health and Safety and 
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Bright orange barricades are set up on Tuesday alongside Brotman Hall to act as walls against large amounts of 
water that may flow down the hill during El Nifio. 


Emergency Operations do not antici- 


Fast Facts 


Mary Stephens, Vice President of Administration and Finance, explained some of the 
precautionary steps that the school has taken to ensure the safety of all the students: 


pate as much flooding. 

“We have been in constant commu- 
nication with the veterans hospital, and 
they've taken measures as well to hold 


- purchased 1400 sandbags and are pre-deploying several in known flood zones 
- festing all water pumps and hoses on campus 

- performing required maintenance on all portable emergency generators 

- inspecting and cleaning as necessary compus storm water catch basins 


back the debris. There’s been a lot more 
communication between inside the 
campus and outside the campus.” 


-festing all campus sump pumps / 
- sweeping streets of debris that may otherwise end up blocking storm drains 
- ordering backup radios for emergency communications 

__- ongoing roof and rain gutter inspection and cleaning throughout campus 


While El Nifio will remain strong 
in January, it will gradually decrease in 
the coming months, according to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- i 
ministration. 
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Hanging onto your New Year 


Use this handful of tips 
to prove your friends 
wrong and follow 
through with your New 
Year’s resolution. 


By SHAWNKIRA SANCHEZ 
Arts & Life Assistant Editor 


Whether your New Year’s celebra- 
tions included double-fisting multi- 
ple flutes of champagne at a celebra- 
tory party or enjoying a two-person 
party including you and your dog, the 
question of resolutions comes into 
play. But the truth is, the lifespan of 
most New Year's resolutions putters 
out before the first week’s end of Jan- 
uary. 

According to the Mental Health 
Foundation, nearly 80 percent of the 
U.S. population fails to keep their 
resolutions. By mid-January even 
the most disciplined individuals are 
hanging on by tooth and nail trying 
to keep their own. 

So if you're close to striking out, 
don't call it quits just yet. Re-channel 
some inspiration with these six tips: 

1. Readjust 


your expectations: 


Shooting for the moon is admira- 
ble, but it might also be the doom 
of your New Year’s resolutions. Stay- 
ing grounded and setting goals that 
are measurable and realistic. Losing 
weight is a common resolution, but 
losing 20 pounds within the month 
after a four week holiday binge might 
not be so realistic. losing 20 pounds 
by the end of this year, however, is 
more likely to succeed. 


2. Regroup: Once you resume your 
busy schedule, it’s easy to forget about 
those resolutions. The less you are re- 
minded of them, the more likely you 
are to forget. So write it down and put 
it somewhere you'll see it every day. 
Write it on a Post-It, publish it on 
your Instagram, tattoo it on your arm; 
whatever works for you. 


3. Plan it out: Don't brag on social 
media unless you're willing to follow 
through. It’s easy to come up with a 
list of resolutions, but it’s a challenge 
to come up with a plan to follow 
through on them. Organize yourself 
and set time aside to make it happen. 
Investing in a weekly planner is a 
great way to make and keep track of 
a schedule. 


4. Track yourself: Chart your prog-* 
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ress on your resolutions. Odds are 
the bad habits you're trying to change 
took years to develop, so correcting 
them will take time. Track every small 
accomplishment for a comparison of 
how far you’ve come. Every achieve- 
ment brings you one step closer to- 
wards your overall goal. 


5. Reward yourself: Don't be a 
masochist about it. Celebrate small 
milestones to remind yourself of the 
purpose behind your commitment. 
Those small rewards will be a great 
motivator to get you through your 
toughest days. 


6. Keep trying: Life happens, so 
don't beat yourself up for the occa- 
sional slip. When you feel as if you’re 
running out of steam, re-commit. The 
beauty of those 2016 resolutions is the 
fact that they are exactly that, a yearly 
goal. 


The beginning of any new year 
seems to spotlight the population in 
its finest moment. Although it is a 
nice view to watch, it’s a mirage that 
tends to fade as the weeks pass. But 
perhaps you're tired of flaking out on 
those resolutions. So this new year, 
one-up your friends and their failed 
resolutions by sticking to your own. 
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Full-moon hike ‘Luna’-cy 


A modest hike among friends transformed into a grassroots spiritual event in which 
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women from all walks of life can engage with one another beneath the full moon. 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts & Life Editor 


Much like waves crashing against 
the rocky shores flanking northern 
California and the ever-consistent 
weather patterns of phenomena like 
El Nifio, the seemingly ubiquitous 
presence of the moon is a constant 
inspiration of thought. 

_ Small business owner Becca Gor- 
don was one of the many inspired 
by our spiraling moon and its lunar 
calendar. This spiritual understand- 
ing of the moon and its properties 
inspired Gordon to invite nine 
friends out on a full moon hike for 
the first full moon of 2016. 

Since creating the “Full Moon 
Hike for Women” Facebook page, 
over 1,500 members joined up with 
the intended handful of nine friends. 
On its private page, the women-only 
event is packed with comments writ- 
ten by women across Southern Cal- 
ifornia expressing their excitement 
for the hike. In six weeks, Gordon's 


plan for a hike and full moon ritual 
transformed into something entirely 
new. 

“I didn’t expect it to happen this 
way. I think it resonates with people, 
it’s the start of a new year, people are 
available to attend because the full 
moon is on a Saturday,’ Gordon said. 

Gordon welcomed the sudden 
interest in her hike. For years, Gor- 
don’s spirituality and holistic growth 
inspired her to find new avenues to 
connect with other women. 

Gordon found the bridge she need- 
ed in this January’s full moon. 

Gordon learned through her 
research that ancient women found 
the correlation between lunar phases 
and their ovulation, and spent time 
with one another engaging in short 
rituals to celebrate the moon. 

Though the hike is advertised as a 
women-only event, Gordon said that 
transgender, non-conforming and 
non-binary folks are welcomed. 

The hike itself is only a mile long 
and is doable for any able-bodied 


person, Gordon said. The end 
of the hike will be met with 
a short, secular ritual ( 
meant to release nega 
tive energy from the 
old year and enter 
the new year with 
a fresh slate. 

“Tt is a cleans 
ing ritual sur 
rounding things 
vou want to let 
go of in you 
life. Ifthat works 
for people, that’s 
awesome, Gir 
don said. “Vin very 
excited for women 
to be with women, 
and to be accepied ju 
like that.” 

The full moon hike wall 
take place on Saturday, Jan 
at 7 p.m.. near Griffith Park ta Los 
Angeles. For more information, visi: 
the “Full Moon Hike for Women” 
Facebook page. 
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I’ve got the Power(ball) 


Americans came out 
in full force for the 
financial win of a 
lifetime. 


By VIRIDIANA ORTIZ 
Staff Writer 


On, Jan. 13, millions of individuals 
eagerly waited for the lucky six num- 
bers that could change their entire lives. 

People all over the country were lin- 
ing up in gas stations and liquor stores 
in hopes of buying the winning lottery 
ticket ... but the odds of winning were 1 
in 292.2 million according to the Multi- 
State Lottery Association. 

And yet, I fantasize, like many oth- 
ers do, about winning the lottery and 
suddenly becoming a millionaire. What 
kind of life could I live if I didn’t have to 
worry about money? 

The first thing I would do is quit my 
job. Then Id hire a financial adviser to 
guide me through financial decisions. I 
would honestly try not to let the money 
cloud my judgment or change the per- 
son I am today. 

Of course I would, however, com- 
pletely spoil myself by traveling around 
the world and buying my dream house 
and car. 

I believe it is the “what if” fantasies 
that heavily influence the millions of 
Americans to continue purchasing lot- 
tery tickets despite the odds. 

On average, people will spend a large 
sum of money by purchasing multiple 
tickets all in the hopes of increasing 
their odds of winning. But at one point, 
people should draw the line at spending 
too much money on tickets and, most 


GOP 


continued from page | 


that some radicalized individuals 
may be admitted to our country. We 
should be willing to trade a few radi- 
cals for giving refuge to tens of thou- 
sands, if not hundreds of thousands if 
we match Germany’s efforts. 
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Powerball players bought millions of tickets as the jackpot climebed.to $1.6 billion during last week's drawing: 


importantly, people need to be realistic 
of the odds of winning the lottery. 

You can play the lottery at age of 18 
in most states. There are a few states 
that require players to be 21 years or 
older. And though I could have start- 
ed playing the lottery five years ago, I'd 
never found a need or interest to play. 


Former Gov. Jeb Bush maintained 
his status as the moderate among 
them, chastising Donald Trump’s 
preposterous call to bar all Muslims 
from entering the country. 

Undermining the appeal of Trump’s 
rhetoric, Bush separated Trump's in- 
cendiary comment and subsequent 
rise in the polls from what makes a 
worthy president, distinguishing be- 
tween the feelings of a fearful public 


The odds are‘heavily stacked against 
you when playing the lottery and, quite 
frankly, that is why I had never given it 
much interest. 

Just two days before the lottery 
drawing, at the age of 22, I decided to 
join the frenzy and bought my first lot- 
tery tickets. 


and the necessity to bring clarity as a 
leader. But Bush did not mention the 
crisis nor suggest any kind of aid. 

None of the candidates made any 
mention of aid or even referred to the 
refugee situation as a crisis. 

Goy. Chris Christie, Sen. Ted Cruz, 
and Goy. John Kasich all repeated FBI 
Director James Corney’s statement 
that the FBI could not effectively 
background check all 10,000 of the 
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Although the odds of winning were 
slim, I decided to take the chance and 
spend a couple of dollars on tickets be- 
cause I knew there were only two pos- 
sible outcomes. I could have either won 
everything or nothing at all. 

Purchasing a Powerball ticket cost 
only $2 dollars, which is quite a reason- 


promised refugees. In their opinion, 
this made the refugees a national se- 
curity risk. 

Sophisticated terrorist cells capable 
of overwhelming our infrastructure 
are part of a fantastical idea of ISIS’s 
reach. They don't exist in reality or 
they would have torn Germany apart 
by now. 

Radicals do not constitute a na- 
tional security threat, and it is un- 
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able price. However, buying only one 
ticket doesn’t give you a good chance of 
being that 1 in 292.2 million. 

And still, the lottery continues to ig- 
nite the public’s imagination and never 
fails to create a huge frenzy of excite- 
ment. 

It certainly ignited mine. 


conscionable to abandon hundreds 
of thousands for an elevated criminal 
risk. 

“America’s leadership in the world 
is required for peace and stability,” 
said Bush, calling for the need to ad- 
dress ISIS. It is difficult to see how 
these candidates, with their perpet- 
uation of fantastical terrorism that 
makes refugees into enemies, can cre- 
ate peace and stability. 
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VOLLEYBALL 


continued from page 8 


The 49ers returned All-American 
middle blocker Taylor Gregory and 
their top kill earner, John La Rusch, for 
their senior seasons at LBSU. : 

Gregory earned All-MPSF honors 
last season after topping the conference 
with 1.51 blocks per set. He said that 
it has been a rocky transition getting 
the new guys accustomed to the level 
of playing and that it is still a work in 
progress. 

“We're off to a great start and we're 
still continuing that transition as we 
keep going on because we have a long 
road to go before May, Gregory said. 
“[We have to come] back in the gym 
every day with the same mindset of 
win or lose on the weekend. We have to 
come back like we lost a five set match 
and we're pissed and ready to go and 
ready to earn the next win” 

La Rusch took home an All-MPSF 
honorable mention after his 2015 sea- 
son, finishing the year with 3.09 kills 
per set. He tallied a career-best 23 kills 
against UC Irvine, while reaching dou- 
ble-digit kill numbers 18 times. 

The 49ers also returned junior libe- 
ro Andrew Sato, who opted to redshirt 
last season. Sato leads the team in digs 
totaling 35 and averaging 2.5 digs per 
set. He is currently second in the 49er 
record book for single-season digs with 


291 in 2014. 

The newcomers for the 49ers have 
already started making a commanding 
presence on the court in the first five 
matches for LBSU. True freshman out- 
side hitter TJ DeFalco, who was chosen 
as the No. 1 recruit in the country on 
the Fab 50 list by Volleyball Magazine, 
leads the team with 77 kills for an aver- 
age 4.53 kills per set. 

True freshman setter Josh Tuaniga 
was also featured on Volleyball Maga- 
zine’s Fab 50 list. He is averaging 11.53 
assists per set and leads the 49er offense 
with a .169 hitting percentage. Tuaniga 
said his main priority is to be persistent 
in practice and focus on whatever team 
they are playing that week. 

“[We need to] play hard and leave 
it all out there on the court, Tuaniga 
said. “We're all striving for a National 
[Championship] and we're all working 
up to that one goal? 

DeFalco and Tuaniga played togeth- 
er over the summer with the U.S. Youth 
National Team that traveled to Argen- 
tina for the International Federation 
of Volleyball Boys’ World Champion- 
ships. Both players attended Hunting- 
ton Beach High School together, where 
they guided the Oilers to two consecu- 
tive CIF Regional Titles and 80 straight 
match wins. 

With its veteran presence and fresh- 
man recruits that are used to winning, 
LBSU looks to pick up its first collegiate 
title in 2016. 


TARGET 


Target to Hire Approximately 90 Team Members 
For New Store in Long Beach, Calif. 


Interviews Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout January and February 


Beginning now through Feb. 25, Target will host hiring events to fill 
approximately 90 full and part-time team member positions for its new store. 
opening in Long Beach, Calif. Scheduled to open on March 9, the store will cater 
to local residents including students and faculty from nearby Long Beach State 
University, as well as staff and patients from Veterans Affairs Long Beach 
Hospital. 


During the hiring events, store leaders will conduct pre-scheduled interviews with 
applicants and discuss Target’s dynamic, team-oriented culture. Interested 
applicants are encouraged to visit Target.com/careers to apply in advance. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout January and February 

8:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. each Tuesday and Thursday 


Existing Long Beach Target store 
2270 North Bellflower Boulevard 
Long Beach, Calif. 90815 
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LBSU celebrates after defeating USC, 3-1, on Saturday, Jan. 16, inside the Walter Pyramid. 
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Daily49er 


We’re now on Snapchat! 


see what’s going on 
around campus and follow 
the Daily 49er. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


54. Apts. for Rent 


Furn rm, kitchen, laundry, until pd. $400/mo. 
Contact 714-821-4441 
CSULB students only. 
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AQers start 


A balanced mixture of 
experienced players and 
talented freshmen look to lead 
LBSU to MPSF and national 
titles. 


By KaycE CONTATORE 
Contributing Writer 


With one of the top recruiting classes in the 
country and the return of all six starters from last 
season, the second-ranked Long Beach State men’s 
volleyball team seeks to stake its claim for a nation- 
al championship. 

The 2016 Preseason Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation Coaches’ Poll pegged LBSU (5-0, 2-0 
MPSF) to finish fourth in the conference. BYU took 
the top spot followed by UC Irvine and UCLA. 

With such high expectations placed on the 
49ers, head coach Alan Knipe said that the goals 
for his team haven't changed from the previous 
years. Knipe wants to focus his team on what they 
can control and not worry about what other teams 
are doing. 

“The theme would be [that] weve trying to be 
all-in as a team with our system, with our beliefs; 
Knipe said. “We're trying to be as unselfish as we 
possibly can.” 


see VOLLEYBALL, page 7 
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Taylor Gregory 

The senior middle blocker 
ranks eighth in school history 
with 412 total blocks. He led the 
Big West and ranked second in 
the country with 1.51 blocks per 
set in 2015 and earned an All- 
MPSF honorable mention. 


John La Rusch 

The senior opposite led the 
AYers with 3.09 kills per set for 
a total of 263 kills in 2015. He 
also earned an All-MPSF honor- 
‘able mention. 


Andrew Sato 

The junior libero missed the 
entire 2015 season, but he 
ranked second in the Big West, 
and third in the nation, with 
2.80 digs per set in 2014. He 
set the second-best single-sea- 
son record for most digs with 
291 that same season. 


: : 4 
JOHN Fayarpo | LBSU ATHLETICS 


Sophomore Gabe Levine dunks the ball in LBSU’s four-point loss to UC Irvine on Jan. 14 inside the Walter Pyra- 


mid. 
Men’s basketball 


Who: Cal State Fullerton (2-15, 0-3) 
When: Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
Where: Walter Pyramid 


Need to know: The last time the Long Beach State women’s 
basketball team played against Cal State Fullerton, it rewrote 
the record books by making 20 three pointers in an 82-61 win 
at Titans Gym on Jan. 9. That established a new Big West and 
school record for most in a single game. 

This time around, LBSU (13-5, 2-2) will host the reeling 
Titans, who have lost their last 15 games. The 49ers will need 
to contain Fullerton’s freshmen Michelle Berry and Lauren 
Nubla. Berry is third in the Big West in points per game, aver- 
aging 14.1 ppg, while Nubla tied her career-high of 11 points 
on five field goals against Cal Poly on Saturday. 


Women’s basketball 


Who: UC Santa Barbara (7-9, 1-2) 
When: Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
Where: The Thunderdome, Santa Barbara 


Need to know: Long Beach State (8-11, 2-2) will try and 
bounce back from two consecutive losses when it takes on 
UC Santa Barbara on Wednesday. 

LBSU leads the all-time series against the Gauchos, 62-58. 
However, UCSB has won three of the last four matchups, in- 
cluding the last time the teams met; the Gauchos grabbed a 
70-55 win at home on Feb. 12, 2015. 

The 49ers must watch out for UCSB’s leading scorer, senior 
Michael Bryson. The 6-foot-4-inch guard is averaging 18.7 
points per game. He scored a career-high 36 points earlier in 
the season against Seattle University on Dec. 30. Bryson also 
leads the Gauchos with six rebounds per game and ranks sec- 
ond with 2.8 assists per game. 


T.J. DeFalco 

The freshman outside hitter helped 
lead Huntington Beach High School to 
three straight ClF-Southern Section and 
ClF-Southern California Regional Champi- 
onships. He was the 2014 CIF-SS Division | 
Player of the Year and was a member of the 
United States National Team at the 2015 
Pan American games. 


Josh Tuaniga 

The freshman setter helped Huntington 
Beach High School to an 80-0 record in his 
last two seasons. He also earned the 2015 
ClF-Southern Section Division | Player of 
the Year Award and American Volleyball 
Coaches Association Boys’ High School 
All-American honors. 


Ben HAMMERTON | Datty 49ER 


Junior guard Raven Benton lets go of a jumper in LBSU’s 89-71 win against 
Portland State on Nov. 15, 2015. 


